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Access Policy for NSW Health Strategic Collections  

1. Introduction 

This document outlines the principles and processes for research access to NSW Health 

Strategic Collections housed in the NSW Health Statewide Biobank (Biobank). It covers the 

responsibilities of the: 

• Collection Custodian 

• Researcher(s) seeking access to biospecimens and data from a collection 

• NSW Health Pathology including the NSW Health Statewide Biobank 

• Collection Access Committee 

Strategic Collections are those supported with funding from NSW Health. These collections 

support research on priority health issues affecting the NSW population and are statewide 

research assets. Strategic Collections will: 

1. have obtained participant consent using the Biobank Consent Toolkit 

2. offer access to biospecimens and related data  

Access means providing access to collections of biospecimens and associated data to 

approved applications from bona fide researchers, including researchers from NSW, 

Australia and overseas, from academia, government, not for profit organisations and 

commercial companies, who undertake research that is in the public interest. Requests for 

access to biospecimens and associated data must be approved by the Collection Access 

Committee and supported by the Collection Custodian represented on the Collection 

Access Committee. 

This document accompanies several other documents, which are all referred to in the Further 

Information section. Further definitions are in Appendix 1. 

2. Key Principles 

1. Biospecimens and data within NSW Health Strategic Collections can be made available to 

bona fide researchers, including NSW, interstate and international researchers, for health 

related research that is in the public interest.  

2. Research projects must demonstrate scientific and technical feasibility. 

3. Approval by a National Health and Medical Research Council registered Human Research 

Ethics Committee (or an equivalent international committee that satisfies World Health 

Organisation guidelines, consistent with the principles and standards specified in the 

National Statement on Ethical Conduct in Human Research 2007) must be granted before 

biospecimens and data are released. 

 

4. The release of any biospecimen and associated data must be supported by the Collection 

Custodian. Reasons for not supporting access requests must be documented.  

5. All researchers are subject to the same application criteria, approval procedures and follow 

up process. 
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6. Interstate and international researchers are strongly encouraged to collaborate with a 

NSW researcher and/or the Collection Custodian for access. 

7. There is no exclusive access to biospecimens and data, however prioritisation is based on 

the scientific quality of the research proposal and value-add to the biospecimen. 

Preference is given to research projects that collaborate with the Collection Custodian.  

8. For rare and high value specimens, a grading system may guide access decisions of the 

Collection Access Committee. The Collection Access Committee, guided by the Collection 

Custodian, will also advise on the proportion of the biospecimen that may need to be kept 

for future research. 

9. Researchers are required to return results of their research and data from subsequent 

testing of biospecimens so that future researchers can benefit. 

10. Researchers must return Incidental Findings under the context of an Ethically Defensible 

Plan and in accordance with the Incidental Findings Policy. 

11. Researchers must ensure secure storage and transfer of data to protect participant 

privacy. 

12. Access charges will be levied for researchers (who are not the Collection Custodians of 

Strategic Collections) to access biospecimens and data. Commercial researchers will need 

to pay a premium for access (to be determined by the Collection Access Committee). 

13. If genomic sequencing is planned, Australian accredited sequencing facilities are 

preferred.  

3. Who can access Strategic Collections? 

Biospecimens and data from the Strategic Collections are accessible to bona fide researchers 

who proposed to undertake research that is in the public interest. Approved researchers from 

NSW, Australia and overseas and from academia, government, not-for-profit organisations 

and commercial companies can apply to access the resource. Insurance and marketing 

companies are not eligible to apply. 

The credentials and track record of the research team members will be checked by Collection 

Access Committee, as part of the application process.  

4. How do researchers access biospecimens and data? 

There are three steps to access Strategic Collections: 

1) Application (Biobank Withdrawal Form): This application will allow the Collection 

Access Committee to assess:  

i) the credentials of each person intending to access the Strategic Collections. 

Researchers will need to demonstrate they are bona fide researchers by being 

affiliated to a reputable research organisation, having a satisfactory record of 

publication in the field commensurate with opportunity and having their application 

approved by the head of their organisation; 
 

ii) whether the proposed research, biospecimen and data use is likely to be approved 

by a Human Research Ethics Committee (HREC) (or international equivalent). 
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Applications can be considered before HREC approval is granted but final approval 

and release of data requires HREC approval;  

iii) scientific rigor of the project for which the biospecimens are requested and whether 

the amounts of samples required are scientifically justified; and  

iv) whether the request can be met by the Biobank, that is, technically feasible (this 

includes ability to transport biospecimens to desired location, ability to process 

biospecimens or provide specified aliquots).  

This form must be signed by the head of the organisation to which the researcher belongs.  

The Biobank will work with the applicant on the above requirements.  

2) Application (Data Linkage Form): This optional application will allow researchers to 

request data that is managed by NSW Health for participants with biospecimens in the 

Strategic Collections. In addition to other project documentation, this form will allow Data 

Custodians to assess whether the proposed use and disclosure of data for research 

satisfies NSW Health requirements and supports the aims of the project  

3) Material Transfer Agreement 2 (MTA2): For approved applications, the MTA2 and the 

Data Linkage Attachment (where relevant) will need to be executed and access charges 

paid for, before release of data and/or biospecimens to the approved researcher. 

See the summary of responsibilities of each party (Appendix 2) for further information. 

5. What are the criteria for access? 

The researcher must fulfil the following criteria to be given access (assessed by the Collection 

Access Committee): 

1. affiliated to a reputable research organisation to ensure adequate oversight and quality 

control, and compliance with approvals and legislation 
2. satisfactory record of publication in the field commensurate with opportunity 

3. commit to sharing relevant research data and results derived from biospecimens 

4. have obtained HREC (or equivalent) approval of the research project 

5. agree to return Incidental Findings to participants 

6. where possible, perform genomic sequencing in an Australian accredited facility. 

International sequencing facilities are accepted where a) specific services cannot be 

provided at any facility in Australia, b) the facilities adhere to equivalent privacy laws to 

those in Australia, and c) they hold relevant ISO accreditation (eg. ISO 15189 (Medical 

Testing) and ISO 17025 (Biological Testing)).  

Commercial researchers need to pay a premium for access which is to be determined by the 

Collection Access Committee, see Appendix 3. 

6. How is access to biospecimens prioritised? 

In situations where more than one researcher requests some or all of the same cohort of 

biospecimens at a similar time, priority of access will be based on: 

1. the scientific quality of the research proposal and value add to the biospecimen 

2. if applications are assessed as having equal value according to priority 1, whether 

applicants are NSW researchers (NSW based researchers will be preferred).  
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Applications to access rare and/or high value biospecimens may be subject to a grading 

system, to be determined by the Collection Access Committee. 

7. How is access to data provided? 

Data for each Collection is available in several tiers. See Table 1: Access to data below.   

The Collection Access Committee, supported by the Collection Custodian, will assess 

applications for access to biospecimens and data of the NSW Health Strategic Collections and 

their adherence to the principles of the Access Policy, within four weeks.  

Data requested from NSW Health or the Commonwealth (Tier 3) will require additional 

approval in accordance with organisational policies and procedures.  

Access to Tier 2 and Tier 4 data requires negotiation with the relevant Collection Custodian or 

researcher. It is likely that a separate Data Transfer Agreement or similar (DTA) will need to 

be entered into between the Collection Custodian and Researcher. See Appendix 4 for a 

diagram of data agreements between parties.  

8. Requirements for researchers  

The Material Transfer Agreement 2 (and Data Linkage Attachment) detail the responsibilities 

of parties accessing NSW Health Strategic Collections.  

a. Requirements to return research results 

A description of research results is listed in Table 1. In order to maximise utility of research 

data generated from biospecimen research in NSW, researchers are required to return meta-

data associated with returned research results at a timepoint agreed upon at study 

commencement. Administrative health data from the State or Commonwealth need not be 

returned to the Biobank. 

b. Requirement to return incidental findings 

Researchers are required to notify the Biobank of any Incidental Findings as per the MTA2. An 

Incidental Finding is a research finding that has a significant health implication for the 

participant and/or their genetic relatives. Further information on the process for reporting 

Incidental Findings is in the Biobank Return of Incidental Findings Policy.  

c. Requirements to secure, protect and destroy biospecimens and data 

Researchers are required to store data and biospecimens in accordance with Privacy Laws, 

the Electronic Information Security Policy – NSW Health, MTA2, HREC approval and any 

conditions applied by data custodians.  

In the unlikely event that participant consent is withdrawn, researchers will be asked to destroy 

biospecimens and data if feasible.  

At the completion of their project, researchers are to destroy or return, as appropriate, any 

residual tissue and data in accordance with MTA2, HREC approval and any conditions applied 

by data custodians.  

https://www1.health.nsw.gov.au/pds/ActivePDSDocuments/PD2013_033.pdf
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Table 1: Access to data 

Tier Type of data Data Description How to access 
Contracting 
arrangements 

1 Biospecimen 
Related Data 
held by the 
Biobank 

Data about the biospecimen. This is de-
identified data directly associated with the 
biospecimen i.e. biospecimen storage 
information such as date and time of collection, 
diagnosis that arises from the biospecimens, 
number of aliquots and derivatives, volume of 
aliquots, unique identifier, storage conditions 
and type of biospecimen.  
 
This category will include meta-data on Tier 2 
and 4.  

Biobank Withdrawal Form 
 
Data will be provided by the Biobank for all 
accessed biospecimens, subject to HREC and 
Biobank Access Committee approval.  
 
 

MTA 2 between the 
NSW Health 
Statewide Biobank 
and the researcher 

2 Clinical and 
Self-Reported 
Data 
(collection 
associated 
data held by 
the Collection 
Custodian) 

Data that accompanies the biospecimen. This 
may include clinical health information that has 
been collected by the custodian or survey data 
collected by the custodian from participants or 
clinicians. 

Data will be provided by the Collection 
Custodian in accordance with HREC and 
Collection Access Committee approval; the 
Biobank will facilitate access to the Collection 
Custodian. 
 

 

Optional DTA as 
arranged between 
the Collection 
Custodian of the 
data and the 
researcher 

3 Administrative 
or Other 
Health Data 
held by 
Government 
agencies 

Data that is collected routinely in administrative 
or other datasets by the NSW health system 
(e.g. hospitalisation data) or through other 
government departments (e.g. Births, Deaths 
and Marriages) or the Commonwealth (MBS 
and PBS data).  

Data Linkage Application Form 
 
NSW Health or the Commonwealth may 
provide this data in accordance with HREC 
and Data Custodian approval, following 
organisational policy and procedure. The 
Biobank will facilitate approved access via the 
NSW Health Centre for Health Record Linkage 
(CheReL) (where relevant). 

MTA 2 between the 
NSW Health 
Statewide Biobank 
and the researcher 
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Tier Type of data Data Description How to access 
Contracting 
arrangements 

4 Research 
Results 

Data that are generated from the biospecimens 
by the researchers through their effort and 
resources eg. genomic, proteomic, 
metabolomic, imaging, immunohistochemistry 
and antibody data. This includes any 
data/results to be returned by researchers. 
 
The NSW Health Statewide Biobank will not be 
responsible for validating returned research 
findings.  

The researcher who generated this data will 
hold it; the Biobank will facilitate access to this 
researcher.  

 

Optional DTA 
between the 
researcher that 
holds the data and 
the researcher who 
requests access to 
this data. 
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d. Requirements for reporting  

Researchers are required to submit an annual Research Project Report (ie. the report sent 

to HREC).  

Copies of all publications generated from their research must also be provided to the 

Biobank within four weeks of publication.  

e. Publication requirements 

Researchers must submit their research results, including negative results, to a peer 

reviewed journal within a reasonable time following the completion of the study. Publication 

of results in open access journals is encouraged. 

Where the publication of research results is not possible, final project results must be 

submitted to the Biobank to ensure that research is not unnecessarily repeated (see 

Requirements to return research results above). 

Researchers are requested to include their assigned NSW Health Statewide Biobank project 

ID number in research papers and presentations, to enable matching of research findings to 

approved research and lay summaries found on the Biobank website. 

Acknowledgement  

Researchers must comply with the conditions of the MTA2 (and Data Linkage Attachment). 

Researchers must acknowledge the Collection Custodian and the NSW Health Statewide 

Biobank in all publications arising from research using the biospecimens and/or data 

provided from a collection (i.e. ‘The biospecimens and data [where appropriate] used in this 

project were provided by the [insert collection name] accessed through the NSW Health 

Statewide Biobank. We acknowledge the contribution of the [insert name of Collection 

Custodian] and the NSW Health Statewide Biobank to this research project’). Where 

sufficient intellectual input has been provided by the Collection Custodian, authorship should 

be negotiated.  

Notification  

The researcher should comply with the conditions of the MTA2 (and Data Linkage 

Attachment).  This may include pre-publication notification.  

If any results are likely to provoke controversy or attract significant public attention, the 

researcher is requested to notify the NSW Health Statewide Biobank in writing at least two 

weeks before the expected date of their first public presentation or publication in any format.  

The researcher must not use the name of the NSW Health Statewide Biobank, NSW Health 

Pathology or its personnel in any publicity, advertising or news release without prior written 

approval of an authorised representative of NSW Health Pathology. 

The researcher must comply with additional notification or review requirements that relate to 

use of NSW Health or Commonwealth data. 

9. Appeals Process 

If any dispute or difference arises between the researcher, the NSW Health Statewide 

Biobank and/or the Collection Access Committee regarding biospecimen and/or data 
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access, any party may specify the nature of the dispute or difference in writing. In the event 

that a mutually acceptable resolution is not reached, any party can call for review by the 

NSW Health Statewide Biobank Scientific Advisory Group. 

10. Further Information 

Further information is provided in the following documents: 

Document/Media Information 

Centre for Health Record Linkage 
Application Form (Data Linkage Form) 

Application process for accessing linked data. 
 

Electronic Information Security Policy 
– NSW Health (PD2013_033) 

This policy covers security requirements for NSW 
Health information including electronic personal 
health information. 
This policy applies to all employees, contractors and 
other persons who, in the course of their work, have 
access to information (including electronic personal 
health information) in or on behalf of the NSW public 
health system. 

ISO 15189 Medical Laboratories- 
Requirements for Quality and 
Competence 

A standard developed by the International 
Organisation for Standardization that specifies the 
quality management system requirements particular 
to medical laboratories. 

ISO 17025 General requirements for 
the competence of testing and 
calibration laboratories 

A standard developed by the International 
Organisation for Standardization that specifies the 
general requirements for the competence, 
impartiality and consistent operation of laboratories. 

Material Transfer Agreement (MTA) 2 
and data linkage attachment (being 
drafted)  

Agreement between the researcher and the Biobank 
covering conditions of access. 

NSW Health Funding Agreement 
(provided directly by NSW Health) 

An agreement between a Collection Custodian and 
NSW Health for funding for a Supported Strategic 
Collection under the Biospecimen Collection Grant. 

NSW Health Statewide Biobank 
Collection Strategy 

A policy outlining the types of collections housed in 
the Biobank and data attached to these collections. 

NSW Health Statewide Biobank 
Consent Toolkit 

Outlines principles and protocol for obtaining 
consent from participants donating biospecimens to 
the Biobank. It includes a Consent Form and a 
Participant Information Sheet. The Toolkit may be 
updated periodically and it is advised to check the 
Biobank for the most recent version.  

NSW Health Statewide Biobank 
Return of Incidental Findings policy 

Outlines the process for reporting incidental findings.  

NSW Health Statewide Biobank 
website 

Includes a range of information for Collection 
Custodians and researchers.  

NSW Health Statewide Biobank 
Withdrawal Form 

Used to withdraw samples and data from the 
Biobank.  

World Health Organization Standards 
and Operational Guidance for Ethics 
Review of Health-Related Research 
with Human Participants 

International guidelines that describe the principles 
and requirements for conducting ethical review of 
biomedical research.  

http://www.cherel.org.au/apply-for-linked-data-nswhsb
http://www.cherel.org.au/apply-for-linked-data-nswhsb
https://www1.health.nsw.gov.au/pds/ActivePDSDocuments/PD2013_033.pdf
https://www1.health.nsw.gov.au/pds/ActivePDSDocuments/PD2013_033.pdf
https://www.iso.org/standard/56115.html
https://www.iso.org/standard/56115.html
https://www.iso.org/standard/56115.html
https://www.iso.org/standard/66912.html
https://www.iso.org/standard/66912.html
https://www.iso.org/standard/66912.html
http://biobank.health.nsw.gov.au/information-for-researchers/collection-strategy/
http://biobank.health.nsw.gov.au/information-for-researchers/collection-strategy/
http://biobank.health.nsw.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/180XXX-Biobank-Complete-6.pdf
http://biobank.health.nsw.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/180XXX-Biobank-Complete-6.pdf
http://biobank.health.nsw.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/NSWHSB_P_0001-Return-of-Incidental-Findings-NSWHSB-Consent-Toolkit.pdf
http://biobank.health.nsw.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/NSWHSB_P_0001-Return-of-Incidental-Findings-NSWHSB-Consent-Toolkit.pdf
http://biobank.health.nsw.gov.au/
http://biobank.health.nsw.gov.au/
http://biobank.health.nsw.gov.au/information-for-researchers/application-forms/
http://biobank.health.nsw.gov.au/information-for-researchers/application-forms/
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/44783/9789241502948_eng.pdf;jsessionid=CCCCF52DC74389A93E303825E0334D7C?sequence=1
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/44783/9789241502948_eng.pdf;jsessionid=CCCCF52DC74389A93E303825E0334D7C?sequence=1
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/44783/9789241502948_eng.pdf;jsessionid=CCCCF52DC74389A93E303825E0334D7C?sequence=1
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/44783/9789241502948_eng.pdf;jsessionid=CCCCF52DC74389A93E303825E0334D7C?sequence=1
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Appendix 1: Definitions  

Collection: A biospecimen collection with related data 

Collection Custodian: A nominated representative of the organisation that initiated the 

collection. Responsibilities of the Collection Custodian with regards to this Access Policy are 

listed in Appendix 2.  

HREC: Human Research Ethics Committee. Australian HREC’s review all research 

proposals involving human participants to ensure that they are ethically acceptable.   

Incidental Findings: Any research findings that have significant health implications for 

individual biobank participants. Only findings that are significant, clinically actionable and 

that have been checked within the research setting will be considered for possible return to 

research participants. 

MTA1: Material Transfer Agreement for the supply of biospecimens and associated data 

from a Collection Custodian to NSW Health Statewide Biobank. 

MTA2: Material Transfer Agreement for the supply of biospecimens and associated data 

from the NSW Health Statewide Biobank to a research organisation.  

NSW Health Statewide Biobank (Biobank): A statewide biospecimen and data repository 

supported by NSW Health Pathology and the NSW Office for Health and Medical Research. 

Responsibilities of the Biobank with regards to this Access Policy are listed in Appendix 2. 

NSW Health: A department of the NSW Government that encompasses statewide and 

specialist health service organisations. It comprises 14 Local Health Districts (LHDs). 

Access: Refers to offering access to biospecimens and associated data of collections, to 

approved applications from bona fide researchers that undertake research that is in the 

public good, including researchers from NSW, Australia and overseas, from academia, 

government, not for profit organisations and commercial companies. 
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Appendix 2: Key Responsibilities 

Responsibilities of Researchers 

• Complete the NSW Health Statewide Biobank Withdrawal Form. 

• Confirm they have received HREC (or equivalent) ethics approval for their project. 

• Sign the MTA2. Researchers must continue to comply with the MTA2 for the duration 

of their research project, and be willing to undergo audits. 

• Pay the Biobank for costs of biospecimen retrieval, dispatch and shipping within 30 

days. 

• Pay the NSW Health Centre for Health Record Linkage for costs of data linkage or 

provision of linked data within 30 days. 

• Submit annual progress reports to the Biobank. 

• Submit research meta-data to the Biobank within at a timepoint agreed with the 

Biobank and make any data/results available to any subsequent researchers using 

the same collection. 

• Acknowledge the Biobank, Collection Custodian and where relevant the Centre for 

Health Record Linkage in all publications and provide copies of all publications to 

Biobank within 4 weeks of publication. Additionally, copies may need to be provided 

pre and post publication as per the MTA2 Data Linkage Attachment.  

• Make no attempt to re-identify participants. 

A full list of conditions and responsibilities is in the MTA2. 

Responsibilities of the Collection Custodian 

• Ensure the collection has ongoing approval by HREC (or equivalent) 

• Obtain Consent from biobank participants using the NSW Health Statewide Biobank 

Consent Toolkit. 

• Agree to transition the collection to be accessible to researchers within a time period 

agreed with the Biobank.  

• Make available in a timely manner any approved data that they hold about Collection 

participants to any approved researcher, where such data is not otherwise available 

at the Biobank, NSW Health or the Commonwealth. Make available meta-data 

relevant to this data to the NSWHSB in a timely manner. 

• If undertaking research on their Collection, submit research meta-data to the Biobank 

at a timepoint agreed with the Biobank and make any data/results available to any 

subsequent researchers using the same Collection. 

• Provide expertise, recommendations on applications and participate in the Collection 

Access Committee, where relevant. 

A full list of conditions and responsibilities is in the MTA1 (between the Biobank and the 

Collection Custodian) and the MTA2 (if the Collection Custodian is also a researcher). 

Responsibilities of the NSW Health Statewide Biobank  

• Support the researcher to complete the NSW Health Statewide Biobank Withdrawal 

Form.  

• Refer data linkage requests to the Centre for Health Record Linkage.  

• Acknowledge receipt of the application within five working days, and arrange for the 

Biobank Access Committee and other experts where relevant to review and respond 

within four weeks of receipt of the complete application. 
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• Sign the MTA2. 

• After confirmation of ethics approval is received and the MTA2 is signed, the 

requested biospecimens/data are sent to the researcher. 

• Facilitate access to state-wide and Commonwealth datasets and to previously 

returned research results 

Responsibilities of the Collection Access Committee 

• Assess applications and provide a response to the NSW Health Statewide Biobank 

within four weeks. 

Further information is at Appendix 3 – Collection Access Committee Terms of Reference.  
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Appendix 3: Terms of Reference template for Collection Access Committee 

NAME [Specify Collection name] Access Committee 

GOVERNANCE The Collection Access Committee reports to the NSW Health Statewide Biobank Scientific 

Advisory Group 

PURPOSE  To provide oversight on granting access to a specific NSW Health Supported Strategic 

Collection (funded by OHMR). 

OBJECTIVES • Assess applications for access to biospecimens and data of the NSW Health Strategic 
Collections and their adherence to the principles of the Access Policy, within four 
weeks  

• Coordinate any further scientific assessment, if required, through independent 
scientist/clinician peer review 

• Ensure appropriate provisions for the security of biospecimens and protection of 
participants’ confidentiality in agreement with researchers 

• For rare and high value specimens, with advice from the Collection Custodian, 
determine a grading system to manage access and advise on the proportion of the 
biospecimen that may need to be kept for research on future potential technologies 

• Oversee procedures and protocols relating to the approval, access and release of 
biospecimens 

• With advice from the Collection Custodian, determine the access premium to be paid 
by commercial researchers. Access charges will vary depending on the commercial 
nature of the applicant and the proposed project.  

MEMBERS  • Director of Biobanking, NSW Health Pathology 

• Clinical Research Director, NSW Health Statewide Biobank 

• Executive Director, Office for Health and Medical Research 

• Rotating member/representative, Scientific Advisory Group 

• Collection Custodian, relevant biospecimen collection 

• Principal Policy Officer, Office of Health and Medical Research 

• Other as appropriate 

CHAIRPERSON Director of Biobanking, NSW Health Pathology 

SECRETARIAT NSW Health Statewide Biobank 

QUORUM • 50% plus one (1) of the members  

• Collection Custodian (or their nominated representative) must be present at all meetings 

• Access to biospecimens and data must be supported by the Collection Custodian 

 

 

 

MEETING 
FREQUENCY 

As required 

CONFLICTS OF 
INTEREST 

All members must declare any Conflicts of Interest prior to meetings and as they may arise, 
perceived or real, during the development of the advice and project activities.  

 
DISPUTES Any disagreements between members of the Collection Access Committee will be escalated to 

the Chief Executive of NSW Health Pathology and the Chief Health Officer and Deputy Secretary 
of Population Health, NSW Ministry of Health.  

REVIEW Annually, or at the time of significant changes to the membership or purpose. 

Next scheduled review: June 2021 
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Appendix 4: Diagram of processes and data agreements between parties  

 

Data agreements for access to Tier 2 and Tier 4 data are at the discretion of the Collection Custodian and the Researcher.  

 

 

MTA1 (biospecimen and Tier 1) 

MTA2 (biospecimens, Tier 1 

and 3) 

CHeReL  Centre for Health Record Linkage 
NSWHSB NSW Health Statewide Biobank 
MTA  Material Transfer Agreement 
DTA  Data Transfer Agreement 
Tier 1 data Biospecimen related data 
Tier 2 data Collection associated data that is held by the Collection Custodian 
Tier 3 data Administrative or other health data held by Government agencies 
Tier 4 data Research Results 

Collection 
Custodian 

NSWHSB/ 
CHeReL 

Researcher 

Subsequent 
Researcher 

NSWHSB Deposit Form NSWHSB Withdrawal Form 


